November 21, 2008
"Jeff Chang Delivers Remarkable Speech at UCLA Asian Pacific Coalition's Conference on Asian American Studies and Asian American Student Activism"
Jeff Chang, the award-winning author of CAN'T STOP WON'T STOP: A History of the Hip Hop Generation, delivered a remarkable keynote speech at last Saturday's "Beyond Borders: Education in Action" conference that celebrated forty years of Asian American Studies and Asian American student activism at UCLA, and established an agenda for the future. Jeff is a graduate of the MA Program in Asian American Studies at UCLA.
Organized by UCLA's Asian Pacific Coalition** and other co-sponsoring groups, the conference drew over 250 attendees. Along with Jeff Chang, there was an impressive line-up of speakers. including California Board of Equalization Chair Judy Chu, long-time writer activist Glenn Omatsu, labor organizer Vy Nguyen, Cerritos City Council member Mark Pulido, UCLA professor Keith Camacho, civil rights attorney Angela Oh and many others. Solo performance artist Kristina Wong ("Wong Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest") was stunning. moving, and funny.
Jeff Chang's keynote speech, photos of the conference, and other news can be found at the website of the UCLA Asian Pacific Coalition: http://www.apcla.org/
**Established in the fall of 1975, the UCLA Asian Pacific Coalition (APC) is a coalition of 22 Asian and Pacific Islander (API organizations. The member organizations represent many different geographic regions, languages, cultures, and generations that contribute to the diversity of the campus. APC also acts as the officially recognized voice of API students on campus, working with the Asian American Studies Center and Department, USAC, and UCLA administration, as well as other non-API student communities on campus.
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